
Setting up Your Blog 

I use wordpress.com to host my blog, and I suggest you do the same (easier to support you). I 
have gone through the process here with screen shots and comments so you will be able to do 
the same if you’re not sure how to proceed. 

Here is a picture of the sign-up screen at wordpress. The web address for wordpress is: 
https://en.wordpress.com/signup/ . When you put in your title, you will be urged to pay for a 
domain name. I don’t – why pay for something that you can get for free? If you want the free 
blog, just say no thanks, and get your free blog. I’ve called mine “sciol12” and my blog 
address will be “sciol12.wordpress.com”. Make a note of your address so you can send it to 
me and find your blog in the future. 

 

 
When you sign up, you will need to put in a password, and your university e-mail address. 
An e-mail will be sent to your address (the one you entered), and you will need to press the 
link to activate your account. 
The next page asks for your details for your profile (name, description etc.). Once you have 
written your profile, and activated your account, you can proceed with the rest of your 
registration. 

At this point, you need to log into your new wordpress account. Don’t sign up for another 
blog (unless you want to), instead, use the pull down menu at the top of your browser and go 
to your dashboard.  



 

 
From there, go to the “Settings” menu. Here is where you decide on settings (down the left 
side of the page) for your blog. You can make your blog look however you want to 
(appearance settings) and change all kinds of other settings, but there are two settings you 
will need to set in order for your blog to work in this class. 
In the discussion settings (“Before a comment appears” section), you will need to untick the 
box that reads, “Comment author must have a previously approved comment”. Otherwise, 
you have to approve any comments that appear on your blog. Although this might be a good 
thing in normal circumstances, when your classmates comment on your blog entries, they 
want to see that their comments appear (they get grades for the comments they leave on your 
entries). When we have done this in the past, some students didn’t get credit for their 
comments because the blog writer hadn’t unticked that box. You wouldn’t want this to 
happen to you. Please don’t do it to anyone else. 

In the privacy settings, make sure your blog is visible to everyone (this is the default 
setting). Otherwise, your classmates can’t see/comment on your entries, and I will not be able 
to see your work so you won’t get any marks. 


